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100 Club - The first draw of the new season
was made in Church on Sunday September 4th.
The winner was David Kaye, Pam Painters Son
-in-Law. The response to the 100 Club this year
has been good but of course any additional
members would be most welcome. £10 annual
membership would now give eight chances of
getting your money back and two chances of
winning £50 whilst helping Church funds at this
very difficult time. Norman
Big Quiz Night - as last year we will be
running a quiz in aid of “tearfund” which is a
Christian charity which partners with churches
in more than 50 of the poorest countries in the
world to tackle poverty and injustice. Our quiz
will be at St. Catherine’s on Saturday 19th

November gathering from 6.30pm to start at
7pm. The cost of a ticket is £7 and we aim to
have tables of 6 - don’t worry if you on your
own or a group of less than six. We can sort
you out! Please bring your own table snacks
and drinks although tea, coffee and cake will
be available at the interval. We will also be
holding a raffle in aid of church funds,
essentially to cover the cost of the heating and
lighting. If you cannot be at the quiz and / or
would like to make a donation our quiz has a
justgiving page at:-
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pewtalkBQN.
For more information about tearfund just visit
their website - www.tearfund.org.
We return to Greenwich Mean Time in the
early hours of Sunday 30th October so, if you
want to be on time for the morning service you
need to set your clocks back one hour on the
evening of Saturday 29th.
On Sunday 30th October we will celebrate
the life of St. Cedd who, it is believed, may
have had a Christian community here in East
Tilbury (Tilaburg) when he came to Essex to

re-ignite the Christian faith. We will mark the
occasion by using a Celtic form of worship for
our 10a.m. service of Holy Communion and
end the day with a service of night prayer in
the Celtic tradition. We also
hope to have a display of the
work of local artist Revd. Max
Blake. Max has exhibited at St.
Catherine’s before and he has
also taken services for us.
I am always on the lookout
for ideas for Pewtalk and Carol
Bonson suggested
“Footprints”. I am sure many of us will be
familiar with the poem but I thought that in
these difficult times a reminder might be
useful. You can find it on the inside of the back
page and as I was editing it struck me that the
writer asked God for an explanation of  the
dream. I am not sure that I  would think of
doing that. …………..Ed
Just a thought. If the reduction in the basic
rate of Income Tax that was proposed in the
Chancellor’s recent “mini budget” is approved -
assuming no other changes - the Parish’s tax
recovered through Gift Aid will be reduced by
some £180. Although this is a small annual
amount, when coupled with the recent
increases in the cost of gas and electricity it
puts further strain on our finances.
While thinking about the increased cost of
heating it is perhaps worth remembering that
every Wednesday between 10am and noon St.
Francis in Linford is open and all are welcome
either at the service of Holy Communion
between 10 and 10.30am and / or at our
weekly “drop in” which follows. If you, or
anyone you know, are in need of warmth,
company or refreshment we would be pleased
to see you / them.



Reflections from The Rectory

Come, ye thankful people, come, Raise the song of harvest-
home!

All be safely gathered in, Ere the winter storms begin;

God, our maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied;

Come to God’s own temple come; raise the song of harvest–home!

(Henry Alford 1810-71)

And indeed we did come to give thanks for God’s goodness at our Harvest Festival on Sunday
2nd October.
Harvest Festival or Harvest Thanksgiving is a relatively modern addition to the church calendar.
Its origins are usually traced to the adaptation in 1843 of ‘Lammas Day’ by the Revd. R. S.
Hawker, a parish priest in Cornwall. Lammas or ‘Loaf-mass’ (derived from the Anglo-Saxon
Hlafmaesse) was an English feast in origin, held on 1st August as a thanksgiving for the
first-fruits of the wheat harvest. Traditionally, a newly baked loaf from the wheat harvest was
presented before God within the mass (Holy Communion) of that day. While the ceremony
ceased at the Reformation, reference to Lammas Day continued in the Prayer Book calendar
and the tradition of giving thanks revitalised by Revd. Hawker. The Cornish priest chose the
first Sunday in October as a Christian response to coincide with the ‘harvest home’ secular
celebrations. Harvest Festival Church celebrations were recognised officially in the Church of
England in 1862.
Harvest Festival allows us to take a moment to remember and give thanks to all those who
work so hard to provide our food. It also provides us the opportunity to turn our minds towards
those who need our help and for whom we can be the answer to their prayer. We know that
the world is not a fair place and many go hungry every day.
So as part of this year’s Harvest Festival we supported the Thurrock Foodbank and via the
Christian charity Tearfund, the East Africa Hunger Crisis Appeal. More than 36 million people
have been affected by the worst droughts East Africa has seen in forty years. Of those, 22
million do not have enough food to survive. Local conflict, combined with skyrocketing food
prices caused by the invasion of Ukraine, is making the situation even worse. Lives are at risk.
Children are especially vulnerable. Tearfund and local partners are on the ground now in
Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda to tackle the crisis. Tearfund Netherlands – part of the wider
Tearfund family – is working in Somalia.
During our Harvest Festival service I challenged the congregation to see how many words they
could make from the word HARVEST. The winning team managed to find 16. In that list were
the following: HAVE, HEART, SHARE, SAVE & STARVE. We concluded that those of us who
‘have God’s heart within us must share with others so that we can save people from



starving.’ No one person can resolve the needs of the hungry but we can all help and play our part.
When we work together we are stronger and more resourceful.
Supporting Thurrock Foodbank is something that we do all year round so if you are able  and would
like to help with the shopping list they need the following: Tinned potatoes, Mashed potato, Tinned
tomatoes, Tinned fish, Noodles (pots or packets), Packet rice, Tinned Fruit, Jams and spreads,
Tea-bags. Toiletries (shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, boxes/packs of
tissues, baby wipes), Toilet rolls (2 roll packs and 4 roll packs). All food items should be long life
and in date. Items can be dropped off at St Francis in Linford on a Wednesday morning
10.30-12noon. The shopping list is updated in our weekly newsletter which can be found in the box
on each church gate and on the parish website.
Small acts of kindness really can change the way the world works.
Stay safe and keep well,

Every Blessing to all,

Christmas Shoebox Appeal
November 14-21

For many years the Parish has supported the Samaritans’ Purse “Operation Christmas Child”.
This appeal ensures that children living in the most difficult circumstances are remembered at
Christmas by caring families in the U.K. who send a shoe box of modest gifts. The boxes could
include any of the following:-
A special personal item Football with pump / Doll or Cuddly Toy, a personal note or Photo
Toys Cars / Skipping Ropes / Yo-Yos /Toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries)
Personal Care Items Toothbrushes / Washcloths / Combs and Hairbrushes
School supplies Pens / Pencils / Sharpeners / Crayons / Markers / Notebooks / Colouring and
Picture books / Solar Calculators
Accessories Socks / Sunglasses / Jewellery / Watches / Torches (Wind up or with extra batteries)
Boxes must not contain
 Sweets, Toothpaste, Lotions, medicines, aerosol cans, chocolate or food items.
 Religious or Political literature
This year the shoe boxes are going to the Ukraine, Moldova and Rumania, areas very badly
affected by the war. A donation of £5 is critical to cover shipping and other project costs. It is
possible to follow your box on line and in the new year videos of children opening their boxes will
be available.
As in previous years, if you are unable to prepare a shoe box a donation of £20 can be sent via
St. Catherine’s Church for a shoe box to be made up.

I do hope that we can continue to send these gifts to young people at Christmas.. Norman
More information is on this website www.SAMARITANS-PURSE.ORG.UK/OCC



The September P.C.C. meeting
The P.C.C. Met at St. Francis on 6th September and in addition to the following points were
dealt with.
In the Churchwarden’s report Colin said that he was still waiting for the “all clear” from Thurrock
council before contacting the tree surgeons to deal with the churchyard trees that needed
attention.
In his Treasurer’s report Norman reported that he had done as much as he could to re-
organise out energy suppliers but at this point in time suppliers in general were not taking on
new customers. He was also concerned about the anticipated rise in the cost of energy this
winter. It was agreed that we should take all sensible measures to limit our use of gas and
electricity.
There was considerable discussion about the “Eco Church” project and the preliminary
questionnaire that Kim and Chris had completed. It was agreed that all members would review
the document before the next meeting to see what other measures they thought could be
taken. It was also agreed that we would formally sign up for the project.
Under the heading “Parish Life” the major points were:-
     * A fire officer had inspected St. Catherine’s on 24th July and it was agreed that Kathy
would arrange for some professional help with a risk assessment.
    * With reference to services it was agreed that the new pattern was a good way to cater
for all ages. The monthly café style worship at St. Francis was much appreciated. It was noted
that with families with children now attending church we  may need to be flexible in how we
make sure that they and their parents feel included.
    * Revd. Michèle reported on the changes to the minimum age for marriage which from
27th February 2023 will be 18 without any exception.
   * All members were reminded that the closing date for comments on the proposal to
charge for parking at Coalhouse Fort was 1st October.
The following dates of events and services were agreed
Harvest Festival on 2/10/22 with food donations to the foodbank and cash to tearfund - Sunday
6/11/22 all age communion at 10am and a service of Memorial and Thanksgiving at 3pm -
Remembrance Sunday, 13/11/22 a short service at the Bata memorial (as last year) - Saturday
19/11/22 tearfund Big Quiz Night - Christmas coffee morning on Saturday 10/12/22 - “Carols
and Candlelight” at 6pm on 18/12/22 - St. Francis carols at the “drop in” on 21/12/22.
Under “Any other Business”.
Revd. Michèle advised the meeting that she planned to have Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays as her parish working days. She also said that she thought that it would be a
good idea if the P.C.C. revisited the “Parish Profile” that was produced when Canon Paul
retired to see if any changes were needed. It was also suggested that new noticeboards at
both churches might be a good idea.



In Memory of Sue Spiers
Many of you will have noticed the two new silver candles sticks on the alter table. These
were bought with the donation from Sue’s family at the time of her funeral.
Due to Covid and looking for the right pieces to buy, it has taken until 2022 to find the right
candlesticks.
The candle sticks were bought from Battlesbridge Antique Centre on a beautiful hot sunny
day. This was a place that Sue and I had previously visited followed by a lunch in the tea
room. We spent many hours reminiscing with the old and familiar ornaments and household
goods that were for sale.
Four or five years ago Sue had donated an antique music box towards our bric-a-brac stall
for St. Catherine’s Summer Fete. I introduced her to the lady who had bought the music
box. She remembered it well, as Battlesbridge Antique Centre didn’t have a license to play
music and enjoyed the tunes on the music box whilst working at her unit.
We aim to have the candlesticks engraved and hope you enjoy the beautiful light emitted
from the candles during our services.
With Blessings

Kathy

Christians Against Poverty Sunday – 16th October
Everyone is feeling a bit poorer this autumn, as the cost-of-living spirals
upwards at an alarming rate. For people who are already in financial
difficulties, the cost of living will probably be at crisis point already.
And so, Christians Against Poverty (CAP) says: “It's more vital than ever
that the Church shines God's love brightly in the darkness. You can do
this by signing up to hold a CAP Sunday service this year, and by
equipping your church to respond to your community's needs, bringing
hope in the midst of pain and helplessness.”
The theme this year is 'lament to hope'. And CAP is certainly bringing hope to thousands of
people. In 2021 it counselled 13,452 people in desperate need, and helped 1,877 people become
completely debt free. CAP also provided 1,091 families in critical need with emergency support.
CAP can provide a revealing insight into the reality of UK poverty, and offer ideas of how local
Christians and churches can respond to some of the needs in their area.
CAP says: “We see local churches becoming beacons of hope and light in their communities.
We’re so proud of our partnership with local churches. It’s because of them we can run services
that give people the tools to break free from poverty. And it’s because of them we can offer
emergency support to those in urgent need of essentials like food and heating.”



She was among us as one who serves
By the Ven John Barton

The news of the Queen’s death has reverberated round the world; the
deep sadness felt in the United Kingdom is shared across the globe,
not least in the Commonwealth of Nations which meant so much to
her. There was something rocklike in her character which impressed
everyone. In times of danger, uncertaintyand personal grief, she
consistently exemplified courage and confidence.  We are reminded of Christ’s signal to his
disciples: “You will hear of wars and rumours of wars; see that you are not alarmed”.
Queen Elizabeth made no secret of her source of inspiration and guidance. ”For me, the life
of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace”, she said, … “is an inspiration and an anchor in my life.
A role model of reconciliation and forgiveness, He stretched out His hands in love, acceptance
and healing.”
It was Christ’s revolutionary example of leadership which shaped her own sovereignty. He had
confounded the prevailing perceptions of authority with a dramatic demonstration. At the Last
Supper He noted that none of His disciples was willing to perform the customary task of a
servant by washing the dirt off the feet of the others.  So He did it.  Then He gave them this
revolutionary definition of leadership:  
“The kings of the gentiles lord it over them, and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. But not so with you; rather, the greatest among you must become like the
youngest and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table
or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.”

On her 21st birthday in 1947, Princess Elizabeth was touring South Africa with her parents. 
She made this personal, Christian commitment then and she lived by it throughout her reign: “I
declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your
service”.  
Right until the end, when she invited the new British Prime Minister to form a Government,
she was doing her duty. She broke into her Summer holiday at Balmoral to give an audience,
first with Boris Johnson as the outgoing Prime Minister, and then with Liz Truss, the 15th Prime
Minister of her reign. We will treasure the photograph published then, which showed her at the
age of 96 looking frail, but beaming warmth and kindness. And in the midst of national and
international mourning, we may also allow ourselves to recall the glorious episode with
Paddington Bear during Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations when, solemnly and
self-deprecatingly, she draw a marmalade sandwich from her handbag. It gave us a glimpse
into the character of a Queen who carried the weight of her office solemnly, but did not take
herself too seriously. 
The Church of England’s historic prayer for the Sovereign concludes with the petition that
“finally after this life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity”.  We hope you will join with us
now in saying, ‘Amen’.



“Gaia” at Chelsford Cathedral
(12th - 30th October)

Gaia is a touring artwork by UK artist Luke Jerram. Measuring six
metres in diameter and created from 120dpi detailed NASA imagery
of the Earth’s surface, the artwork provides the opportunity to view
the planet, floating in three dimensions.
It will be suspended, two metres up, giving visitors an opportunity
to see the earth as astronauts see it from space and will fill the nave
of Chelmsford Cathedral. Artist Luke Jerram hopes that visitors will be inspired, seeing our
planet in a new way and that the installation will give people an opportunity to reflect on
its vulnerability.
The three-week event will focus on education and the environment with a range of exciting
events and opportunities. Gaia will also be free to visit during the day. Especially for
half-term, there will be events taking place for families and an opportunity to see Gaia
spectacularly lit at night.
To book tickets got to;- www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/gaia/booking

One hundred years of the BBC - by Tim Lenton
One hundred years ago, on 18th October 1922, the BBC was officially founded as the British
Broadcasting Company (now the British Broadcasting Corporation).
It was originally a private company, in which only British manufacturers were permitted to
hold shares. But three years later it was liquidated and in 1927 replaced by a public
corporation – the British Broadcasting Corporation – which had almost complete
independence and, until the passing of the Television Act of 1954, a monopoly  of the
television service in Britain.
That year saw the birth of commercial television. The BBC’s monopoly of radio ended when
the Government permitted local commercial broadcasts, starting in the 1970s.
The BBC is not allowed to advertise or broadcast sponsored programmes. It should also
not
broadcast any opinion of its own on current affairs and matters of public policy, and be
impartial on controversial issues. In recent years the BBC has been criticised for not keeping
to these rules, but they were foremost in the mind of Lord Reith, the BBC’s first Director
General – a Scottish Presbyterian with strong Christian convictions whose influence lingered
for many years.
The BBC has a public service broadcasting requirement to produce 115 hours of religious
content on TV and 370 hours on radio each year. This of course leaves open the definition
of religious content: atheists have complained that there is too much religion on the BBC,
while Christians might point to the overtly secular assumptions made in the vast majority of
its output.





PARISH DIARY FOR  OCTOBER
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

         1 Oct   CDOT concert for Thurrock foodbank at Sockets Heath Baptist      7.30pm

         2 Oct   Harvest Festival
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s             10.00am

                           Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   4.30pm
        3 Oct Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
        5 Oct     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        6 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

        9 Oct    17th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      10 Oct P.C.C. Meeting at St. Francis        2.00pm
      12 Oct    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      13 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      16 Oct    18th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      19 Oct    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      20 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      23 Oct    Last Sunday after Trinity
     Worshipping Together at St. Catherine’s              10.00am

      26 Oct    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      27 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      29 Oct     ************ end of British Summer Time - clocks go back one hour ************

      30 Oct    4th Sunday before Advent
     Celtic form of  Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   10.00am

   St. Catherine’s open afternoon with refreshments    2.00-4.00pm
   Service of Celtic night prayer       4.30pm
      31 Oct Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during September
Baptisms
  25 September  Oakley Francis Richards

“Footprints”

One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.

After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,

there was only one set of footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You'd walk with me all the way.

But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me."
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you

Never, ever, during your trials and testings.
When you saw only one set of footprints,

It was then that I carried you."

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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